VANCE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
156 CHURCH STREET, SUITE 001
MENDERSON, NC 275236

(252) 430-5110

(252) 430-S111 Fax

WARREN COUNTY COURTHOUSE
108 S. MAIN STREET
WARRENTON, NC 27588

{252) 257-6310

(262) 257-6311 Fax

Distnict cqétowey
Eleventh Proseoutorial Distuict

GRANVILLE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
101 MAIN STREET
QOXFORDR, NC 27565
(219) 690-4860
(819) 690-48B61 FAX

PERSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
105 S. MAIN STREET
Roxsoro, NC 27573

(336) 503-5252
{336) 503-5253 FAx

FRANKLIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE
102 8. MAIN STREET
LouvIsBURG, NC 27549

(919) 497-4290

(819) 497-4291 FaX

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD BE PUBLISHED IN ITS ENTIRETY

Statement of District Attorney Michael D. Waters

This past Sunday, November 16, 2025, my attention was directed to a statement posted to social
media by candidate for Granville County Sheriff, Charlie Noblin, Jr., regarding his October 27,
2021, resignation as the Sheriff of Granville County. | am addressing the specific allegations as
directed towards my conduct as District Attorney in that | inappropriately collaborated with
Granville County Attorney Jim Wrenn in asking for Charlie Noblin, Jr’s resignation. This is not an
endorsement or commentary on the fitness for office of any candidate for Granville County
Sheriff.

In November 2018 | requested the North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts appoint a
prosecutor to advise the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation during an investigation into the conduct of Sheriff Brindell B. Wilkins, and a very
few members of the Granville County Sheriff’s Office.

The North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts appointed Wake County District Attorney
Lorrin Ereeman to advise law enforcement, make charging decisions, and prosecute cases that
arose from the investigation. Prosecutorial discretion rested entirely with Wake County District
Attorney Freeman from November 2018 forward.

Sheriff Brindell B. Wilkins was indicted in October 2019 on indictments drawn by Wake County
District Attorney Freeman. Brindell B. Wilkins stepped down from office, and Chief Deputy
Sherwood Boyd fulfilled the duties of sheriff until a new sheriff could be appointed. Shortly
thereafter, Charlie Noblin, Jr. was appointed Sheriff of Granville County by the Granville County
Board of Commissioners for the unexpired term. Charlie Noblin, Jr. announced his candidacy for
the Office of Granville County Sheriff.

| was personally and professionally familiar with Charlie Noblin, Jr. having known him most of
my life. Charlie Noblin, Jr. was not involved in the allegations regarding Brindell Wilkins’



solicitation to murder Deputy Josh Freeman or the misappropriation of seized property by
Brindell Wilkins and a small number of deputies. During Charlie Noblin, Jr’s time as the
appointed Sheriff we communicated frequently about work and our employees freely
communicated about cases without interference from Sheriff Noblin.

Wake County District Attorney Freeman advised me that the investigation by the North Carolina
State Bureau of Investigation had expanded to include the falsification of training records
among other things. Initially, four deputies and the Sheriff were implicated. Except for Brindell
Wilkins and Chad Coffey, the other three deputies implicated in the falsification of training
records continued to serve under Sheriff Noblin. Additionally, one other deputy involved in the
possible misappropriation of evidence and making false statements to federal investigators
continued to be employed. The decision to continue to employ these individuals was at the sole
discretion of Sheriff Noblin.

The District Attorney’s Office does not take positions on whether a person is employed by a law
enforcement agency or office. The law requires the District Attorney’s Office to assess the
credibility of all witnesses including officers and make necessary disclosures to defendants and
the Courts. In more serious cases, the District Attorney’s Office must report misconduct directly
to North Carolina Criminal Justice Training and Standards or North Carolina Sheriffs’ Training and
Standards.

On October 6, 2021, Charlie Noblin, Jr. informed me that he had a possible life-threatening
health issue.

That same day Wake County District Attorney Freeman sent me a letter which is attached
hereto. The letter stated that in preparation for trial a cooperating witness disclosed that
Sheriff Noblin “participated in submitting a firearm qualification record (Form F-9A) to the North
Carolina Sheriff’s Education and Training Standards Commission that was false, in that it
reflected that he had met all firearm qualification requirements as required annually, when in
fact he had not, during a period when he was on medical leave.” As this was an ongoing
investigation, | was not at liberty to share this information except in the circumstance that
Sheriff Noblin would be called as a witness.

On October 20, 2021, | understood Charlie Noblin, Jr. had surgery to address his diagnosis. |
checked on him after his surgery.

On Friday, October 22, 2021, Wake County District Attorney Freeman contacted me by phone
and stated that she intended to present indictments regarding this falsified F-9A form unless

Sheriff Charlie Noblin, Ir. resigned. Under any circumstance, she would notify North Carolina
Sheriff’s Training and Standards about the falsified training record.

| understood the allegation to be that Charlie Noblin, Jr. signed a F-9A form acknowledging
qualification scores when in fact he had not participated in the qualification course. This time
coincided with a time that | knew Charlie Noblin, Jr. to have been injured in the line of duty, and



on extended medical leave. | was also aware that Charlie Noblin, Jr. had participated in several
law enforcement interviews including discussions about other officers potentially subject to
indictment, and Charlie Noblin, Jr. had not disclosed this issue. |also understood that Charlie
Noblin, Jr. had never been asked about his personal training record, and it was not alleged that
he lied to investigators in response to any specific question.

On the morning of October 26, 2021, | attended a meeting at the invitation of Granville County
Attorney Jim Wrenn at his office and knew Sheriff Noblin would be in attendance. It was our
intention to discuss the allegation of the falsified training record.

Sheriff Noblin drove himself to the meeting, and was in a somber mood regarding his health,
but otherwise appeared to be of sound mind and thinking clearly. Granville County Attorney
Wrenn told him of the allegation and Sheriff Noblin did not refute the allegation Wake County
District Attorney Freeman disclosed to us; that he didn’t attend firearms qualification and yet
signed the F-9A form indicating he had completed the required qualification.

Granville County Attorney Wrenn told Sheriff Noblin that the County Commissioners were
deeply concerned by his certification of a F-9A for training he did not complete; his failure to
disclose the issue and his failure to take disciplinary action against Granville County Sheriff’s
Office employees who had engaged in extensive falsification of records. Sheriff Noblin asked if
the commissioners wanted him to resign. Granville County Attorney Wrenn replied that the
decision was his to make, but he should consider the best interest of the Granville County
Sheriff’s Office and the citizens of Granville County. Sheriff Noblin asked if Wake County District
Attorney Freeman would prosecute him if he resigned. Granville County Attorney Wrenn
stepped out and called Wake County District Attorney Freeman. Granville County Attorney
Wrenn returned to the room to report that Wake District Attorney Freeman indicated that if
Sheriff Noblin resigned, she would report the falsification to Training and Standards but would
not prosecute him.

In good faith and in my role as what | considered to be a friend, | advised Sheriff Noblin that he
could cite his health issues, and resign without having to make a public disclosure, and avoid
Wake County District Attorney Freeman submitting an indictment.

In my role as District Attorney in advising law enforcement, | also stated whether he resigned or
not, the information would be submitted to North Carolina Sheriff’s Training and Standards and
could be revealed in the upcoming trial of former Granville County Deputy Chad Coffey.

| was informed later that evening that Charlie Noblin, Jr. resigned effective Wednesday, October
27, 2021.

| have spoken to Charlie Noblin, Jr. several times since this day. Charlie Noblin, Jr. never brought
up this subject to me.



This social media post has generated substantial comment including the dissemination of false
information as to the judicial proceedings against other former employees of the Granville
County Sheriff’s Office.

With respect to the six employees mentioned in this release:

Federal authorities and Wake County District Attorney Freeman declined to prosecute a
detective for his role in the misappropriation of evidence, and lying to federal investigators. That
detective resigned prior to this office making a credibility determination. Should he return to
law enforcement, those credibility allegations would be addressed prior to him being called to
testify. Wake County District Attorney Freeman declined to prosecute a second detective
involved in the falsification of records because of his cooperation. This office addressed his
credibility issue and although he is no longer in law enforcement, an appropriate disclosure will
be made should he be called to testify.

Four additional Sheriff’s Office employees were charged in connection with the falsification of
records. All these cases have concluded, and they have surrendered their law enforcement
certification.

Keith Campbell plead guilty and received a deferred prosecution in exchange for his
cooperation. Chad Coffey and Brin Wilkins were tried and convicted of felonies. The Court of
Appeals overturned the convictions citing defective indictments. Rather than face new
indictments, both Chad Coffey and Brin Wilkins plead guilty to related misdemeanors.
Sherwood Boyd accepted responsibility at an early stage and plead to misdemeanors for his role
in the falsification of records.

Brindell Wilkins plead guilty as charged for his role in encouraging the murder of former deputy

Josh Freeman. Brin Wilkins completed his sentence.



ATTACHMENT

State of Nontk Carolina
gsna'za[ Count of guatias

Tenth Prosecutornial Distriot

g‘.sx.onnm FREEMAN P O. BOX 31 TELEPHONE:
TRICT ATTORNEY RALE!GH, N.C. 27602-0031 {(919) 792-5000

Michael D. Waters

District Attorney

Granville County Courthouse
101 Main Street

Oxford, North Carolina 27565

October 6, 2021

Dear Mr. Waters:

As you are aware, for several years, I have been working with the North Carolina State Bureau
of Investigation in an investigation that involves your Granville County Sheriff’s office.
Consistent with my sustained practice during this investigation, I am writing today to notify you
of information recently obtained during this investigation which could be considered a required
disclosure under U.S. v. Brady and U.S. v. Giglio and their progeny. A former employee and
cooperating witness in the investigation has disclosed that the current Sheriff Charles R. Noblin
participated in submitting a firearm qualification record (Form F-9A) to the North Carolina
Sheriff's Education and Training Standards Commission that was false in that it reflected that he
had met all firearm qualification requirements as required annually when he in fact had not
during a period of time when he was out on medical leave. I have attached a firearm
qualification record (Form F-9A) for convenience so that you can review the acknowledgement
of qualification scores language that must be signed by the officer. 1have confirmed that these
forms were submitted for Mr. Noblin for the period in question with scores recorded for each of
the required qualifications with signed acknowledgements indicating that he certified them. The
report concerning this fraudulently executed form is consistent with other reports we have
confirmed as to other members of the Granville County Sheriff’s Office and of which I am

notifying you in separate letters.

It is important to note that at the conclusion of this investigation these allegations will be
reported to the North Carolina Sheriffs’ Education and Training Standards Commission so that



they can investigate them and if necessary, take appropriate action consistent with the
Commission’s rules and regulations.

This matter is an ongoing investigation. As such, I would ask that you limit further
dissemination of these allegations only as far as is necessary for you to uphold your ethical and
constitutional obligations in the prosecution of cases in your district. As you are aware, the cases
in which Mr. Chad Coffey has been charged have been scheduled for trial to begin January 18,
2022 there in Granville County. At this time, I would expect these allegations may form part of
the evidence in that matter.

Sincerely,
N.Lo
Wake County District Attorney

cc:  James Wrenn
Granville County Attorney



CRIMINAL JUSTICE EDUCATION AND TRAINING STANDARDS COMMISSION
NORTH CAROLINA SHERIFFS’ EDUCATION AND TRAINING STANDARDS COMMISSION
Sheriffs’ Standards Division . Criminal Justice Standards Divisien
PO Box 629 » Post Office Drawer 149
Raleigh, NC 27602 Raleigh, NC 27602
Telephone: (919) 779-8213 Telephone: (919) 661-5980
Fax: (919) 6624515 Fax: (919) 779-8210

FIREARMS QUALIFICATION RECORD INSTRUCTIONS Form F-9A  (rev. 01.18)

This form must be utilized to record the annual In-Service Firearms Training and Qualification for cach certified officer in compliance with 12 NCAC 9E
L0100 or 12 NCAC 10B 2104, A copy must be maintained in each officer’s personnel file at the employing agency, and must be avallable for Inspection by a
Commission Staff member. A cony must be sttached fo the F-5A and submitted to the Crlminal Justice Standards Division for all new hires.

SECTIONI: Must be completed for every officer.
SECTIONIL: Must be completed for every officer and signed and dated by the instructor(s).
SECTION III: Must be signed and dated by the officer.

SECTION 1V: Must be signed and dated by the Agency Head or designated representative.

SECTION V: Must be completed and signed by the specific certified Specialized Firearms Instructor(s).

L OFFICER’S NAME: SSN (Last 4):
Certified by: NC Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards Commission: 3 Yes O
Certificd by: NC Sheriffs' Education and Training Standards Commission: [ Yes O No

EMPLOYING/APPOINTING AGENCY:

IL FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR COMPLIANCE - CLASSROOM REQUIREMENT

As a Specialized Fircarms Instructor, 1 do hereby certify that the officer listed above has completed the mandatory classroom portion of the in-service
firearms training, as specified in 12 NCAC 9E .0105 or 12 NCAC 10B 2103 as applicable. Failure to complete this training requires that the agency head or

designated representative be notificd.

The classroom session was completed on (date).

Print Name of Firearms Instructor Signature of Firearins Instructor Instructor # Date Signed

IIL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF QUALIFICATION SCORES:

1 do hereby certify that I have been advised of my firearms qualification scores by the Specialized Firearms Instructor(s) indicated. Ialso understand that if [
have failed to qualify with any weapons(s) required, 1 may not catry and/or have access to the weapon until such time as I have qualified. I further
understand that I must notify my agency head or designated representative within 24 hours of my failure to qualify, and/or successfully complete the training
portion as prescribed in 12 NCAC .9E .0105 or 12 NCAC 10B .2103 as applicable.

Signature of Officer Dale Signed

1v. AGENCY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF QUALIFICATION SCORES:

As agency head, or designated representative, the below signaturce acknowledges reccipt of the above officer’s qualification scorcs and attests that the above
officer has satisfactorily completed training on this department’s policies regarding the use of force, N.C. State law regarding the use of deadly force,
relevant case law, and safety and marksmanship as required in 12 NCAC 9E .0105 or 12 NCAC 10B 2103. I understand that if the officer has failed to
qualify with any weapon(s), then I must restrict access to all applicable weapon(s} until such time as the officer has qualified with same.

] 1 certify that the in-service firearms training consisted of a minimum of four (4) hours/credits (For Criminal Justice Commission only.)

Signaturc of Agency Head/Designated Representative Date Signed
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* s u vertified Specialized Fireunins Instroctor, 1 iu)roby certifi that the officer listed belaw hus attained the scove(s) oy documented belpw. L undersnd that if the officer hay fuild
1w then L st deliver o copy of this form o the officer's agency head or desisnored representative within 72 hours cithee in person, or by certified mail **

to quali]
OFFICER’S NAME: NAME OR RANGE LOCATION: F9A (rev. 01.18)
V. SERVICE HANDGUN QUALIFICATION
Date Weapon Make Model Caliberor Serial # Anmmunition | Day(D) Score Qualify
Type Gauge Night(N) (%) or Yes/No Print and Sign Name & Instructor Number
(PXF)
1.
2,
3.
4.
OFF-DUTY HANDGUN QUALIFICATION
Date Weaspon Make Model Caliber or Secial # Ammunition | DayD) | Score (%) Qualify i i 2 Ing
Type Gauge Night(N) (PXF} Yes/No
i
2
3.
4.

SHOTGUN/RIFLE QUALIFICATION

Date Weapon Make Model Caliber or Seria! # Ammunition | Day(D) { Score (%) Quulify Print and Sign Name & Instructor Number
Type Gauge Night{N) (PYF) Yes/No
i,
2.
AUTOMATIC/SPECIALTY WEAPONS/OTHER
Date Weapon Make Model Caliber or Serial # Ammunition | Day(D) ] Score (%) Qunlify Print and Sign Nume & Instoictor Number
Type Guuge Night(N) (PYF) Yes/No
L
2
COMBAT COURSE
Date Day/Night Pass/Fail Commenls Print and Sign Name & Instrucior Nuinber
f.
1.
R-Revolver S&W- Smith & Weson  DEN-Deacili DRO- Browning Sw- i2ed Wespon ition. Must be duty ition or ballistic equivalent ammunkion.
SA- Semi Auto Handgun  GLO « Glock CLT - Colt H&K - Hoekler & Koch  SPF -$pringficld Inslud sulliclenl information to fully describe such ¢ caliber, projectile weight and ope.
SG- Shotgun DEA- Beras WIN- Winchester MOS- Mowberg RRV = Rock Rivee *SherifT's Standards handgun aight requires use of lashlight at ibe $-yd line
AW- Amtamalic Weapos  RUG- Ruger ARA - Anvalie KEM - Reminglon *SheriT's Standards secepts pasw/fall eather than % scorcs A 202
age 2 o,

RF- Rifle SIG- Sig Sover SAV - Snvago BUS ~ Bushmaster



