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Oxford, NC — Granville County Criminal Superior Trial Court was held during the week of February 22,
2016. The Honorable W. Osmond Smith, Ill presided over the week long session. The Office of District
Attorney Mike Waters was represented by Assistant District Attorneys Allison Capps, Tasha Gardner and
Mike Putney.

Davey Allen pleaded guilty to Second Degree Murder in the death of Suzy Hester. Ms. Hester was the
nighttime caregiver for Mr. Allen’s grandmother who was an invalid. Mr. Allen entered his
grandmother’s home on the evening of October 5, 2013, and stabbed Ms. Hester multiple times. Judge
Smith sentenced Mr. Allen to 365 to 450 months in the North Carolina Department of Public Safety,
Division of Adult Correction (DAC). This case was investigated by the Oxford Police Department and was
prepared for trial by Assistant District Attorneys Tasha Gardner and Allison Capps.

After Judge Smith declared that he was capable of proceeding to trial, Jose Dominguez-Lopez plead
guilty to Second Degree Sex Offense. Dominguez-Lopez received an active sentence of 78 months
minimum to 148 months maximum in DAC. Dominguez-Lopez was charged after he assaulted a woman
on Westbourne Drive in Creedmoor. After a short man-hunt, Dominguez-Lopez was apprehended by
officers of the Creedmoor Police Department while hiding in a shed on nearby Sam Moss Hayes Road.

Tyre Burnette pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Commit Assault with a Deadly Weapon Inflicting Serious
Injury. Burnette received an active sentence of 28 months minimum to 43 months maximum in DAC.
Burnette and a co-defendant, Anthony Mann, were involved in the beating of Kedric Hester on Otho
Mangum Road. Anthony Mann also pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Commit Assault with a Deadly
Weapon Inflicting Serious Injury, as well as, various drug and weapon charges. Mann received an active
sentence of 18-31 months in DAC. Detectives from the Granville County Sheriff’s Office investigated all
of these cases.

Thurston Darius Bobbitt pleaded guilty to Attempted Common Law Robbery and Felony Fleeing to Elude
an Officer. Bobbitt received an active sentence of 16 months minimum to 38 months maximum in DAC.
The Attempted Common Law Robbery charge arose from the attempted robbery of the Shell Station
located at 3901 Oxford Loop Road on September 16, 2014, and was investigated by detectives of the
Oxford Police Department. The Fleeing to Elude an Officer charge arose from a high speed chase that
began in the city limits of Oxford and ended at Wilton Elementary School on February 2, 2016. The
chase involved officers from Oxford Police Department and The Granville County Sheriff’s Office.




Phillip Markunas pleaded guilty to Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon. On September 9, 2014,
the United States Marshall Service, Eastern District of North Carolina, Violent Fugitive Task Force
assisted the Granville County Sheriff’s Office with verifying registration compliance of all registered sex
offenders in Granville County. Upon search of the camper that Markunas resided in, officers recovered
several firearms and knives. Markunas was previously convicted of Indecent Liberties with a child on
December 2, 2013.

James Tunstall pleaded guilty to Felonious Possession of Cocaine. Tunstall received an active sentence
of 6 months minimum to 17 months maximum in DAC. Officers of Oxford Police Department executed a
traffic stop of the vehicle Tunstall was driving on October 13, 2014. In plain view was an open container
of alcohol. A further search of the vehicle yielded illegal controlled substances and drug paraphernalia.

Tiffany Thomas pleaded guilty to Habitual Misdemeanor Larceny. Thomas received a minimum of 8
months to a maximum of 19 months suspended with supervised probation. As a condition of probation,
she was ordered to serve a 60 day sentence. On May 28, 2015, Thomas entered the Family Dollar
located at 117 Hilltop Village, shortly before the store was to close. After walking around with a tote
and filling it with various household items, Thomas left the store without paying for the items. Officers
of the Oxford Police Department responded and Thomas was immediately apprehended.

iy




